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From: "Larry L. Williard" <circuit@bigfoot.com>
To: A7.AT(SNESS)

Date: 5/5/97 12:36pm

Subject: Re: Tax

Mr. Ness: BnCKET F“-F COPY OR’G’NAL

I work at home and have 2 phone lines, one | use for personel
communications and one just for faxes and internet. | think that this
new tax is grosely unfair, | live in the country and only have one
choice of phone companies and have to pay more than the average
comsumerbecause there is no competition here. | would receive no added
benifetfrom this tax only burden, The schools here already have free
interetaccess provided through volenteers, such as the power companies
and internet providers. A single home phone line witout any extras
alredycost approx $25.00 including tax, and my calling radius is approx
7 miles and 2000 people only. | beg you to reconsider this added tax.
The internet is my only link with the outside world. This idea would
also kill the volenteer spirite that exists in the rural communities
throughout America.

Thank you

Larry Williard
Rt-2, Box 20AA
Brantley, Al
36009
334-527-8611
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From: Michele Stewart <mstewart@furtherdev.com>

T‘r:m "’j;cu;|§@fig?;ov"fn<jqiv;llo@fgc.gov>ev DOCKET F”-E COPY OHIGINAL
Date: 5/5/97 11:59am

Subject: Universal Service "modem tax" proposal

As a consumer and member of the Association of Online Professionals, | beg you not to approve this proposal until
more information has been researched. | have more than one phone line in my home. Two for voice and two for
modems. The approval of this unfair tax would cost me extra for 3 phones simply because they're there. Though |
approve of making internet services available to schools and other non-profit organizations, this should not be done
by demanding only a portion of the population pay a tax. Not only would your proposal have me paying up to $3.50

for each additional line in my home, but my service provider would bear the brunt of the tax and my rates would
increase.

| think the government has done enough to raise the cost of living without adding yet another tax before exhausting
all other possibilities. The AOP and myself

oppose the proposed plan for three reasons:

1) The FCC will implement a sweeping new tax before
studying the alternatives (e.g., Net Day, access through
existing state Internet networks).

2) The tax is structured to specifically punish Internet
and online services and their subscribers. If the tax

is necessary, it should be applied to all consumers and
all businesses.

3) There has been insufficient study of the subject.
There is little or no data to support the need for

the tax, or to indicate whether the current proposal
will be enough to do the job.

Please reconsider this proposal.

Michele Stewart

Further Development, Inc. Voice: 954-418-9400 (M-F, 12p-8p EST)
P.O. Box 821864 BBS: 954-418-8110

South Florida, FL 33082-1864 Fax: 954-426-2223

Developers of InterMail & InterEcho E-Mail: fdi@furtherdev.com

Fidonet: 1:369/35 or 1:359/102
Further West: 1-500-675-0049 (5pm-10pm Pacific) 1:143/238
On the Web: http://www.furtherdev.com
FTP: ftp://furtherdev.com/pub

CccC: "Dave McClure - AOP - aop.org" <dave.mcclure@aop...
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DAVID M, BEASLEY, CHAIRMAN

JOHN DRUMMOND
GOVERNOR

CHAIRMAN, SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

RICHARD A. ECKSTROM

HENRY E. BROWN, JR.
STATE TREASURER

CHAIRMAN, WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

EARLE E. MORRIS, JR.
MPTR : GENER P.O. BOX 12444
co OLLER AL COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
(803) 734-2320

LUTHER F. CARTER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

amit28, 1997 RECEIVED

MAY 5 1997
The Honorable Reed E. Hundt Facer LT
Chairman TS e
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Federal-State Joint Board Recommendations
on Universal Service (CC Docket No. 96-45)

Dear Chairman Hundt;

On behalf of the State of South Carolina, I would like to urge the Federal
Communications Commission (“FCC”) to implement promptly the general recommendations of
the Federal-State Joint Board relating to universal service support for K-12 schools and for
libraries. There are a few minor details of the Joint Board’s recommendations for school/library
support that should be modified to make the program administratively more manageable.
Specifically, the rules should expressly recognize that state agencies may file consolidated
requests for universal service support on behalf of their schools and libraries, and the Universal
Fund Administrator should be instructed to accept such consolidated filings. (South Carolina and
other states have been in contact with the FCC’s staff on these and other matters.) Overall,
however, the Joint Board’s recommendations are critical to the success of the combined efforts of
federal, state and local governments to ensure that all of our children have access to the basic
telecommunications resources necessary for enhanced learning and interaction with the
burgeoning worldwide electronic information storehouse.

We in South Carolina have recognized for some time the tremendous importance of
having our schools and libraries connected to the Internet. In 1996, at my behest, our legislature
appropriated $10 million to connect our K-12 schools and our libraries to the Internet. As of
April 1, 1997, we had completed dedicated connections of approximately 620 schools and
libraries. We expect to connect the remaining 697 schools and libraries by December, 1997.
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But much more needs to be done in South Carolina and elsewhere. We need to train our
teachers to bring the full potential of the Internet and other technologies into their classrooms.
We need to acquire additional computers and related technology to ensure that our schools and
libraries are adequately equipped to meet the needs of their respective student and user
populations. We need to enhance the use of live video instruction capabilities (including
interactive video conferencing) that have been pioneered by the South Carolina Educational
Television System. And we need to ensure that every one of our students (especially those in the
most disadvantaged school districts) has the maximum opportunity to use the educational tools
made possible through computers and communications technology.

The school/library universal service proposals will go a long way toward helping us
achieve our objectives. Although South Carolina already has committed to connect our schools
and libraries to the Internet, the availability of universal service support will enable us to free up

funds for the important related tasks listed above and many others that are essential to providing
our children with a quality education.

We in South Carolina very much appreciate the support that you, the FCC, the Joint
Board, Congress and the Administration have given to this endeavor. We urge the FCC to take
the next step by promptly adopting rules that will implement the Joint Board’s basic
recommendations on school/library universal service support.

uthex F. Carter
ecutive Director

cc: Barbara Nielsen
State Superintendent of Education
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May 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed E. Hunt, Chairman
FCC, 1919 M Street, NW Suite 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Comments on the 1996 Telecommunications Act

Dear Chairman Hunt:

Our State Legislature and our University System Board of Trustees took bold steps in 1991 and
1994 in passing legislation creating a statewide rural health professions training program and in
mandating that health professions students complete three months of clinical rotations in rural
underserved communities. These rotations are completed in 163 rural health clinics, hospitals,
providers offices, etc. in rural underserved communities. Some 340 rural providers serve as field
preceptors for the 1(X) to 120 students who rotate per month in these areas.

Our programs and our rural providers are highly dependent on the telecommunications

infrastructure to provide quality health care and education. This includes, in most cases, local-dial
up access to the internet and exorbitant long distance charges.

We wholeheartedly endorse the recommendations forwarded to you by the West Virginia
Department of Health and Human Resources which are attached. Providing distance neutral rates
and reduced access charges to rural providers will improve both service delivery and education in

our state. Providing toll-free access for these providers to the internet will allow us to improve our
communications and education tor our students.

Your attention to these comments is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Sincerely, ,
Hilda R. Heady, Executive Direct W. Don Weston, M.D.
West Virginia Rural Health Education Partnerships Vice Chancellor, USWV
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West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources
Summary of Recommendations
to the
West Virginia Public Service Commission
RE: Rural Health Care Providers, Universal Service and the 1996
Telecommunications Act

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Appropriate Rates

Provide distance neutral reduced rates and reduced access charges to

rural health care providers for basic and/ or advanced
telecommunications services.

2. Local Dial-Up Access
Local access to the Internet must be made available to rural health care

providers at local toll-free rates.

3. Infrastructurc and Caost

Provide for the cost of extending telecommunications infrastructure to

rural communities that would include construction of new or upgrading
existing infrastructure.

4, Scope of Available Services

a.  The scope of services should include telehealth services: the transmission
of preventive health data, reports of epidemiological investigations,
guidelines for delivery of preventive services, training material and
professional notices, professional teleconsultation with two-way interactive
audio and video, access to health data and information via the Internet
and multi-point consuftation for emergencies.
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Providers must be able to choose from a growing range of
telecommunications services up to the 1.544 mbps ceiling for any health-

related applications the provider deems necessary ranging from dial-up
to ATM.

S. Definition of Rural Health Care Provider

The definition of rural health care provider should be broadly inclusive
to embrace: hospitals, primary care, local health, nursing homes, personal
care homes, behavioral health, home health, hospice, emergency medical

services, medical schools and the Department of Health and Human
Resources.

6. Designation of Rural Areas

Modification should be made to the Office of Management and Budget’s
designation of metropolitan and non-metropolitan counties to identify

small towns and rural parts of metropolitan counties that do not have easy
access to central areas.

11003

[@oo05/003
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Santa Mario-Bonita
- School District

SOUZA STUDENT SUPPORT CENTER
708 South Miller Street

Santa Mana, CA 934546221
(805) 928173, Ext. 220

E TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET

* TYOS MESSAGEIS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL. OR ENIITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND
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Gail M. Tissier. £4.0. SOUZA STUDENT SUPPORT CENTER
Superintendent 708 South Miller Street
Santa Marig, CA 934546221

(805) 928-1783, Ext. 235

May 1, 1997 . SENT_VIA FACSIMIIE & U. S. MAIL

Mr. Reed Hundt, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 ¥ St., NW, Rm. Bl4
Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

The Santa Maria-Bonita School Districk, located on the Central Coast of
California, is involved in implementing its long-range technoleogy plan. Because
most of our schools are over 30 years old, each needs to be rewired to meet the

demands of technology. We have gone to bid for the wiring of ocur classrooms and
each time the cost has been prohibitive.

It is our understanding that on May 8, 1997, <the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) will vote on the fimal rules for dispersing as much as §2.25
billion in telecommunications discounts for schools and libraries. This truly
is a miracle! Our schools drastically need this support to bring educational
technology tec our childrea to meet the demands of the 21st Century.

Our school board set aside some money, however, it is not enough to bring the
infrastructure of educational technelogy to our students' classrooms. Alsoe, if
we use this money to wire our schools then there will be no money left to
purchase the hardware and software necessary to integrate our curriculum with the
wonderful software support systems that presently exist for children.

The Santa Maria-Bonita School District strongly encourages the FCC to approve the
recommendations of the Federal-State Joint Board for Universal Service for

implementation of the discount plarn +to meet the requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Our school district has a very high concentration of economically disadvantaged
students. These students need all the help and support that can be provided to
assist them in reaching high academic standards. By approving the Federal-State
Joint Board for Universal Service recommendations for implementation of the

discount plan, you will greatly help bring about the academic success of our
students.

Our students will truly be engaged in a global world of communications broadening
their understanding of the world in which they live. Please make this miracle
become a reality for ocur students by voting to approve the Federal-State Joint
Board for Universal Service recommendations.

Sincerely,

o P Tesih,

ATT. M. TISSIER, Ed.D.

SUPERINTENDENT

c SMBSD Board of Education
The Honorable Barbara Boxer . ~d
The Honorable Walter Capps NO“OEQSR@SrG“
The Bonorable Diane Feinstein List ABGDE

State Superintendent Delaine Eastin
california Publiec Utilities Commission
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MARK S. MCNEILL, £d.0. ©
Superintendent of Schools -

PHILIP M. SIONS

School Business Administrator
! Phone: (914) 627-9881]
Fax: (914) 623-1963

May 2, 1997

HECEIVED
 Reed Hundt,‘:(:?’f MAY
Federal Commu > 17
1919 M Street. _F“d"a' COrﬂmummons Commission
Washington, D;f'

fice of Sacre atary

Re: CC Dock_'a_t

| am the Supennipnden
On behalf of the* resi

school community, 1 wo hke to e;q)ress our appreaatuon of your efforts to
insure that sqhoor:mdostn

lmplementatson of the d count plan contamad the Telecommumcauons Act
and promoted by the federal-State Joint board will guarantee that all schools -
regardiess of their fmanc;a condition - will be afrorded the opportumty for Intenet
accessabihtyanddusta ce<eaming capabilities. =~ ,

Our district need 'ubst : alscounts for our', eﬁoﬁifhunitéiaons services in
the upcoming 1897-88 school year. | strongly urge the FCC to support the Joint
Board's dusooun! plan for univ’ersal servuoe for sdwools and libraries.

Thank you.

~ Very truly yoursa |

v NQ of CO 185 ree I
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TO: Federal Communications Commission

FROM: Barbara R. Brown, Clerk, Springhill School Dr. #20

RE: "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount

It is important that all school districts and other

educational institutions have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision will afford all school districts the opportunity to
connect with the Internet and enjoy the distance-learning

opportunities it affords. The $2.25 billion annually will
bring the communication services directly to classrooms for
the students' Dbenefit. It 1is vital that internal classroom

connections be included in the discounted prices.

Springhill School is a small one-room rural school in Gallatin
County Montana which educates a dozen students and prepares
them for the technological world in which they will 1learn,
work and enjoy 1leisure time. Limited school funding
necessitates that our communications system be affordable.
Deep discounts for telecommunications services will enable our

students to take advantage of the 1latest in communication
opportunities.

Please support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
school services.

6020 ofﬂ/m&nyﬁz’// %ammmu(y Rd., z%e{gma/e, MT 59714
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GREG PETERSON al LARRY BABCOCK
PRINCIPAL P SUPERINTENDENT

April 28, 1997 NAY & 00y
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong

Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to you in regard to the federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program.
We are locally elected school board members from Ready Springs School District, and we would

like to express our strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across

the country, and the plan will bring telecommunicatons services directly to the classrooms where
they can have the greatest impact on students.

The inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. Each element of the plan is vital,
because we are preparing students to enter tomorrow’s workforce.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is overdue. Our students need these
discounts for tclecommunications services this year. We urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and

libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. No. of Copias rec'd C }
) ” “‘\ Llot ABG L

Sineegely, )

Victgria Oliver Pam Woife Clinton Patche

%Mam?////f Cpr, Btk

, Robm McCrary alker Larry Babcock, Superintendent
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James Quello, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 802 MAY 5 1997
Washington, D.C. 20054 .

Dear Commussioner Quello:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
iibraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely, W/ 0
0 . No. of Copies rec’d
List ABCDE
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P
Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St. NW. Room 844 MAY 5 1907
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

[ urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

& No. of Copiss rec’d @
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner R
Federal Communications Commission A
1919 M St. NW, Room 844 lAY 5 1007

Washington, D.C. 20054
Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions. if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

g&w 2 ‘ W No. of Copies rez’d 0
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner o PR
Federal Communications Commission ‘

1919 M St. NW, Room 844 MAY 5 1997
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the developrnent of special disceunt rates for all schools and
hibraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our schoo! system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly. these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,

will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

C 5 ;%[L M ) ‘ No. ofCoprigs rez O
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844 MAY 5 1997
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations wouid give our learning institutions signiticant discounts on ail
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely 0
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April 29, 1997
MAY 5 ooy

Ms. Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:
RE: CC DOCKET NO. 98-45

The Board of Trustees of the Lost Hills Union School District
would Tike to thank you for your dedication to ensuring that all
schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide dis-
tance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will ad-
dress the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.
Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is

vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of to-
morrow.

Heretofore, our rural community has been unable to avail it-
self of access to the Information Superhighway due to the inordi-
nately high costs involved in acquiring service.

If our students are to have access to this technology, deep
discounts for telecommunication services must be gained this year.
I urge the FCC to fully suppert the Joint Beard's discount plan

for universal service for schools and lTibraries. Thank you.

pet , ED.D.
D

istrict Superintendent
JRB/mh
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April 30, 1997

MAY 5 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N. W. Room 844

Washington, D. C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal State Joint
Boards recommendation to provide significant discounts for all
telecommunications services, including connections within each
classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all
students have an equal opportunity to benefit from our nation’s
technological advancements. This will prove to be a major step
in the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% of
the jobs will require computer skifls.

As a school superintendent, | can assure you that the proposed
discounts would provide a major thrust to our efforts to integrate
technology into the curriculum. We are committed to providing our
students with the computer skills that business demands and that our
workforce will need to maintain our competitiveness in a global
economy.

| encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to schools
for all telecommunications services, including internal connections.
This action will open the door of opportunity for every student in our
country and help to prepare our workforce of the future.

Slncerely

Ronald J. WaanUOPh D.

Superintendent
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April 29, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner MAY 5 1997
Federal Communications Commission Fl

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

On behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District, I would like to express our strong
support for the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program, and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.

Under the provisions of the telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint
Board discount plan, even the poorest schools will be assured of access to the Internet
and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. Telecommunications services
will be brought directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on
students. Each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program; the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. This program
is absolutely essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue. To serve our
students, we need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint

Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

R

Ron Prescott
Associate Superintendent
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Honorable Rachelle B. Chong: Commissioner MAY 5 1997
Federal Communications Commission ’
1919 M Street NW Room 844

Washington, DC 20544

Dear Commissioner Chong:
RE: CC Docket 96-45: Universal Service to Schools and Libraries

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as

envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last
November.

The Recommended Rules allows schools and libraries significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure
that all of our schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are
critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1966 with the clear intent of insuring
that schools and libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing
significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access,
the Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools that cannot afford
the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telco and non-
telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the state.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter that helps not only our schools and
libraries, but us all. A better educated community benefits everyone!

Sincerely,
/? YA )Aé/ﬁéf
Y/ )dé»é\
Ron and Mary Stanley
555 Red Cypress Drive

Cary, Illinois 60013
(847)516-3110
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St. NW, Room 844 et
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system 1s unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. QOur local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

T urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong: e

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system 1s unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

incerely,
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner AT
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M St. NW, Room 844 MAY 5
Washington, D.C. 20054

1997

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

[ urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission MAY 5
1919 M St. NW_ Room 844

Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools an
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system 1s unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our Jocal telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commerciaily available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I'urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each

community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely
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